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Qur Man in the Kremlin

Penkc;vsky Fate Never in Doubt

T perialist
ices.
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Twelfth in d Series
By Frank Gibney

cow in the Court of Session :

!

Hall of the Supreme Court of |
the U.S.S.R., there began an

| open trial in the criminal
|case of the agent of the
| British and American intellis

gence ‘services and - citizens
of the U.S.S.R. 0. V. Pen-
kovsky and the sublect of

Britain and spy go-between, ,

Greville Wynne.? - ..

~-Information releass,” ‘Ml]
legium of the Eovxeﬁ
Court.

ary Cols

Supreme |

The trial of Col:* Penkov-i

sky and Greville Wynne

lasted all of four day$, and :
.| one of these days was-occu-
YIpied by a closed “session. |
‘| The verdict was never in

doubt. Penkovsky wus sen-.

tenced to death, Wynne to
16 years’ imprisonment.
Both defendants
fessed their guilt, as agreed
on during the long months

i
con-
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ho under the name of Gor-
dbn Lonsdale . had been
phssing information to Mos-
epw from London. Although
ons dal e’ ?  espionage
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officer and they -

The very fact that a. trlal
hhd .to be held must have
bfen embalrassﬁng to the
dremlin. But ~ Penkovsky
‘thd to-have a public-trial.
‘Xoht British and U.S. diplo-
dats in Moscow had been

{§r their connéctions with

m. A  foreign national,

ynne was dlrectly impli-

chpted.

But Penkovsky himself

s too hig a fish to dismiss .
ith. the minimal notice re-
s¢rved for most such of-

f¢nses. The wave of {rans-

professional Soviet intel- - ‘disguise his motives and ac- |

tions. He told his interroga- :

dpclared persona non grata |

mtelligence Serv-

“By the end of 1360 he

i attempted to get in .touch
;o with
¢ ligence service, further ex-

the American Intel-

ploiting the Undeserved

i trust placed in him and his
. position as deputy head of
‘. the Foreign Department of
:the State Committee for the

‘Cog-ordination of Scientific

tors that he had acted not w&esearch Work — having,

primarily to help the West, .
but inh the best interests of -
his own people,

in a closed court session.)

The two defense attorneys. .

assigned to Wynne and Pen- | “material confiscated in his

kovsky went through the

the Rus-
sians. This was hardly a de- :
fense” which a Soviet eourt .;
would permit him to repeat =
in public. (It is of interest :
that the final statements of ;;

rough the nature of his
work the opportunity to
‘meet foreigners visiting the
Soviet Union as members of
he various scientific and
ultural delegations .. "

No Doubt of Guilt

both defendants were made | . Lhere was no doubt that

. Penkovsky had engaged in

niotions of talking to their

“clients,” but only after the
interrogators had {inished.

(Wynne's attorney, who .

the most serious sort of
espionage. The catalogue of

apartment as read off at the
Soviet trial would in itself

‘offer ample grounds for an

espionage conviction:
“During the search at

of brutal State Security in-

terrogation. Wynne dis~ f§rs and demotions in the zgﬁl;.ls n:;iteeflfghlir etl112‘ Penkovsky’s apartment, in
played some obvious reser- bviet intelligence service - prosecution, later presented 2ddition to the already men-
vations, however, and he - apd thé army, following , y. " ") capitalist-sized =~ tioned records with the tele-

left little doubt about the
extent of his coaching and

coercion.
Penkovsky had agreed to

enkovsky’s ‘arrest, was too :
Ifrge to avoid: explaining. .
(§ome 300 intelligence offi- |

" cprs alone were hastily re- -

‘the humiliation of a Soviet -

“show” trial for only one
reason: to
Jives of his family.

As Wynne later said, it

safeguard the -

was clear that he had made

2 bargain with his State Se-
curity interrogators. If he
played the game, as they or-
dered it, his wife and-chil-
drén would be spared the im-
prisonment they might or-
dinarily have expected, as

lled fo Moscow.)

Finally Penkovsky’s asso-
clates in the Army were too '
gchly placed to avoid the
jost public sorf of warning.

kial Planned 6 Months

For six months the prose-
cption had worked out the :
details of those four days in !

cpurt. Wynne was interro- :
gpted steadily, since the day
Nov. 3, 1962, when he was
flown to Moscow after his

bill.)
Defendants Rehearsed

Whenthe trial was. fmally
staged, Both defendants had

been rehearsed thoroughly, - © . .
ticles were discovered in a

even to the pbint of visiting
the courtroom in advance.
The military court, presided

i over.by Lt. Gen. V. V. Bori-
- soglebskiy, called four wit-
two of thém ac- -

nesses,

quaintances of Penkovskys !

found in’ enkOVskys apart-

i and produced nme xpert";
‘to certlfy the * S bment

ment, the” securlty natire of .

rhone numbers of the
foreign intelligence officers,
six message postcards with
instructions for them, the
report and the exposed rolls
of film, the following ar-

secret hiding place installed
in his desk, and were at-
tached to the file as tan-
gible evidence: a forged
passport, six cipher pads,
three Minox cameras and a
description of them, two
sheets of specially treated
papér for writing secret
text, a memorandum with

close relatives of an “enemy the information which he  @n indication of the fre-

" apduction in Budapest by - )
gf the state. . bviet and Hungarian se-i gave, and othe f}jmgs qllilencles ondwhficl:htrlr;etxllkovl
- He was probably safe in rity men. ... i 'In the order _Process of SKY recelved Instructiona
assuming the bargain would Inside the Lubianka Prls-; question and_canswer the radio transmission from

be kept. The Stalinist terror

has left such a bad taste in :
the mouth of -all Russians:
that reprisals against a polit-

ical prisoner’s - family are:
Pen-

generally unpopular.

kovsky’s wife and children.

never suspected the danger-
ous crusade to which he

had committed himself. He"
naturally wanted to spare:

them the worst of its conse-: ot without a public trial,

quences.

on, the State Security ar-i
inged a meeting with both1
Henkov&ky and Wynne.:
fhere Penkovsky beggcdl
ynne fo cooperate in a
qublic trial. .Wynne agréed
cooperate’ within limits.
After six helpless months in
4 solitary cell of the Lubian-,
s, there was little option
ft to him. He feared also,.

pthing would be known of !

whole story gt
espionage agdiist the Soviet
Union was repeated, from
the first ~meeting

enkovsky’s |

the foreign intelligence serv-
the draft of a report

‘gom Penkovsky to the in-

with |

Wynne in Moscow and the
confrontation ‘with the Brit-

ish and American intelli-
gence officers in London.
Lt. Gen. A. G. Gornyy,

the chief mxhtary prosecu- :

tor, summarized it at the
outset: ‘. . the accused

telligence headquarters, the
article which Penkovsky
had, received from the
foreign intelligence services
and which he intended to
publish in the Soviet Union,
15 unexposed rolls of film

;.-for the Minox camera, and
“'varlous instruction manuals

Penkovsky is an opportu. ~provided by the foreign in-

nist, a careerist and a mor- ' telligence services )
ally decayed person who the Soniya (Sony) radio re-

took the road of treason ceiver which he had re-

qoye? ?1%951!0 om@g@c@%ﬁfﬁn a’r:ld

s fate, =~ |
P In’ the pretrial 1nterroga-
121 tlons Penkovsky, whp_ had

vedvPet Rejeasec: CIAIRDP
it, made no atitempt to:

and Wa

Wynne Freed in Exchange
Wynne was recleased
1964, in

' Sovi’et. sggﬁﬂﬁeﬁefo
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which he usSgnitized -Approved or R e : CIAIRDP7 5 062600146 '
ciphered radio messagesj Ell 4n 1960. Despite ak?%s gom!rtﬁ GU§7§:Eﬁ?n?gR?n?xg§nt we fug;t 41';1et the
from the intelligence head-- prosccutors’ atfempts to: store in Moscow and the{ He had thought things
quarters, and the typewriter  trace the beginning of drab shops in Gorky street' through -many months be-

on which Penkovsky typed !
his reports.”

There was no doubt, ei-
ther, whom PenkovsKy had
been dealing. with. Witness
the prosecutor’s angrv ti-
rade:

“A leading role in this be-
longs to the Central Intel-
ligence - Agency of the JOR
—the support of the most
.adventurist circles in the.
U.S. Like a giant octopus it
extends its tentacles into all -
corners of the earth, sup-
ports a tremendous number
of spies and sceret inform-
ants, continually organizes
plots and murders, provoca-
tions and diversions.
Modern techniques are put
to the service of espionage:
from the miniature Minox
cameras which you see be-
fore- you up to space satel-
lites, ‘spies in the sky’.”

Important Facts Hidden

But what the Saoviet
prosecutors could not. do
was admit the two most im-
portant facts in the whqle
case: (1) Penkovsky’s real
identity as a colonel in Mili-
tary Intelligence and the
real extent of his contacts
with the Soviet hierarchy;
and (2) Penkovsky's real

motive in betraying the So-'

viet regime.

In the Soviet record, he
could be a drunkard, a phi-
landerer, greedy and. a girl-
chaser — all these motives
' the prosecution clumsily at-
tempted to adduce. But the

. Communist system is too
brittle and insubstantial to

admit that such .a highly"
placed official could revolt
against it beccause he.
thought the system was bady
and wrong.

As a result the trial
showed up as a farce. (Even|
witnesses from Military In-
telligence had to 'be dis-:
guised as officers from the.
“educational branch” of the
Ministry of Defense.) The
© Soviet prosecutors left only
an agonizing question mark,;
when they tried to show:
how such a brilliant and,
promisihg officer had gone

wrong.
Time and time again Pen-
kovsky’s past credentials

were certified: a war hero, a
brilliant officer (and even
more brilliant if one includ-
ed his real record in Intel-
ligence) and.a responsible
Saviet official |

“careerism,” it was, as they!
depicted it, a fall as abrupt’
as original sin and about as
rationally . explainable. An,
extraordinary gap - yawned:
between ' the able, hard-
working, trusted Soviet offi-
cial and fhe cringing speci-
men of “moral depravity”.
which Gen."Gornyy present-
ed, in a summation titled
“Penkovsky’s + path  from'
careerism _gnd moral degra-
dation to treachery.”

“Penkovsky is dead,” the
prosecutor told Izvestia and
the world, a few days after
the trial ended. "The sen-
tence was carried jouf on 16
May, in the seccu;d half of
the day . n_it was
announced to h that the
Supreme Soviet of the
U.S.S.R. had denied his pe-
tition for meydy ahd he was
to be executed, there was.
not a trace of the poseur’s
manner which he had main-
tained in coutt.. He met
death like a despicable cow-
ard . . N

So ended the carcer of
the most extraordinary vol:
unteer spy of this century.

The Free World is forever
in his debt.

By Greville Wynne

The following description:
of Oleg Penkovsky was writ-
ten after Wynne returned
from Soviet captivity. Wynne
was the last Westener to see

Penkovsky alive,

Oleg Penkovsky was a
most extraordinary man. It

was an unforgettable expe-

rience to accompany him,
particularly during his first
visits to London and Parls,
and tp see the tremendous
impact of our free society

‘on a Hecent, and by Soviet

standards, sophisticated
man, but a man who had
been sheltered sll his life
inside the prison of the So
viet system

It was the people in the:
West who impressed him
most. He was amazed, for,
example, to find that the as-:

- sistants In department

stores were clean, neat. in
dress and well groomed,,
that nearly ‘all the young!
ladies there were attractive,
smiling and anxious to!

with their drab, surly atiend-!
So I had some idea;

ants.
of the mental contrast he
must have been making.

baptized himself
pious mother.
one day we were passing.
the Brompton Oratory. He
asked me whether it was a
church and whether he
could go in to look around. !

He was fascinated. “This
is good,” he said. “Perhaps
the religlous doctrine is not
entlrelg
it gives "us ‘a principle to
guide oyr life. At home in
the "Soviet Unlon we have
nothing. There are no prm-

by his

.c1p1es—-m‘11y what the Party

tells us.)

Wherever we went he was

accepted as my friend. This
first amazed him, but also

pleased him immensely.
.Such a terrific confrast
from the Soviet system

where it is still highly dan-

. gerous for citizens to mix
soclally with Westerners.

He was bitter about the
Soviet regime. He would
weep, quite lterally, when
he talked about its mis-
deeds and the sufferings or
unhappiness of his friends
in the Soviet Union.

At the very end of his
Paris trip he worried about
going back. He knew he
could stay. I shall never for-
get that day when I picked
up Oleg in the early morn-
ing for a drive to the air-
port in thick fog. Then we
waited for over four hours
for the plane to take off. He
almost stayed, His face was
tense with his decision. Fi-

nally he made up his mind, "

turned to me and said, “Oh
Greville, I must go back. I
have more work to do.”

Knew He Was Watched

It was then July, 1962 -and
he knew that the State Se-
curity was watching him.
He was a lonely man in
those last months in Mos-
cow. What a burden he car-
ried.

The more I knew him, the
more I realized that Pen-

kovsky was &n extraordi-

narily high-mided man. He

In London,

orrect, but at least -

fo_re I first made contact
with him. He was willing to

 put up with the basie decep-

. * tions of spying and the tre-
He was interested in reli-:

gion., He had indeed been.

mendous strain of this lone-
ly life, because he believed
in a capge, He believed sim-
ply that a free. society
shopld emerge in the Soviet
Utliph, and that it could .
oni}{ come by toppling the

gwgovernment he knew.
He was a heroic figure.

Y ‘shall never forget him.

cand;nsed from the fortheoming
book, enkovsky Pw.pezs
© 1965, Doubleday & Co.,

SUNDAY: What Fen:vov-
sky sent to the West—an-
extraordinery top - secfat So-

met lecture on how to spy
in the 17.5.

did what he did because it .

was the one way he, as an

individual, could strike back !
at a system that had de-
based his country..I never

saw him waiver from fthis |

a
TIiCasc.
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